Thoroughly modern

This property near Barnsley started life as a bog standard bungalow
but now it has been transformed into a remarkable Grand Design.
Words by Sharon Dale. Pictures by Paul Leach Photography.

INDING a home in the Barnsley
area with land for her much-
loved horses had begun to feel
like an impossible task for Max-
ine Woodcock until she spotted a
traditional bungalow in a sought-
after village.

“It wasn't what we were looking for but we
liked the area and there was a paddock at the
back of the house. Plus, the views from the rear
of the house are fantastic. You can see right
over to Emley Moor and over the tops towards
Manchester on a clear day,” she says.

With her elderly horses settled and happy,
thoughts turned to updating and extending the
mid-century property.

She, her husband Darren and their two sons
loved the location but extra space and a family-
friendly layout were badly needed.

The Woodcocks sought advice from Martin
Bell, managing director of Ossett-based Trans-
form Architects, and what he came up with
blew their minds.

“They wanted an extension to get more liv-
ing space and more bedrooms and they also
wanted a usable garden. The garden at the
back of the property was pretty useless be-
cause it was on a very steep slope,” says
Martin.

“The other issue was that the house had
amazing views from the rear but it only had
one bay window at the back that you could re-
ally see them from.”

Instead of trying to alter the original prop-
erty, Martin suggested that the best and easi-
est solution would be to demolish it and start
afresh.

He says: “We could’ve extended it and
changed the original bungalow but it would
never have been 100 per cent perfect.”

After getting a quantity surveyor to price
the approximate cost of a rebuild, the Wood-
cocks agreed and embraced the chance to have
a home that suited all their needs, along with
indulging in some life-enhancing extras, which
included a swimming pool and a home bar.

“Darren had always wanted a home bar but
we hadn’t thought about a pool until Martin
suggested it,” says Maxine. “He took us to see a
pool that was installed for another client and
we decided to go ahead.”

From the front, the new property fits in with
its neighbours and still appears to be a single-

storey bungalow, albeit a contemporary look-
ing one.

From the rear, the change is dramatic thanks
to cutting into the sloping garden to create
a lower ground floor and adding a first floor
utilising the roof space and a contemporary
dormer.

“The dormer is relatively light and that’s
important because you have to bear in mind
the loading on the existing foundations,” says
Martin.

The property now has a ground floor with
two ensuite bedrooms, a snug/cinema room,
home office, an open-plan kitchen/dining/sit-
ting room, and a utility room plus access to a
new outside deck at the rear, which makes the
most of those views.

The first floor has two ensuite bedrooms
and a large dressing room. The basement floor
is the leisure level with a home bar, gym, toi-
let, changing room, steam room, sauna and a
swimming pool.

The building is constructed from breeze
block with a white silicone render and the
boundary walls are in natural stone. Alumini-
um cladding was also used, along with alumin-
ium windows, doors and gutters.

The roof, installed by the Zinc and Copper
Roofing Company, is a Colorcoat Urban
metal deck, which comes with a 25-year guar-
antee.

“The beauty of the roof is that it's mainte-
nance free, unlike a mainstream roof that is
tiled,” says Maxine.

“It’s also pretty substantial and that is impor-
tant because we are high up here and it can get
very windy.”

The property also features Gloria silver
stone cladding, limestone cladding, Natura Pro
grey facade cladding on the dormer and cedar
cladding to the underside of the soffit in the
basement.

Outside, the rear garden has been created in
the style of a Mediterranean courtyard and the
‘Woodcocks have also planted an orchard.

“The garden was completely bulldozed and
we started from scratch. It takes 20 to 30 years
for trees to grow so we bought established
plants from Palmers in Calverley,” says Max-
ine.

Martin adds: “This was always about en-
hancing quality of life and creating the ))
dream house and happy memories.”

34 THE MAGAZINE SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 24 2022

www.yorkshirepost.co.uk

TARDIS STYLE:
Above, the new
house appears to be
single storey from
the front and the
property that was de-
molished looked like
its neighbour, right.
At the rear, this
spectacular building
shows its true size
and the exceptional
long-range views
over countryside and
right across to Emley
Moor.

BRIGHT IDEAS

by Sharon Dale

Wallpaper designs to
turn home into gallery
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ROLL UP: Midnight Garden wallpaper
makes for a dark but natural pleasure.

'WE love to celebrate Yorkshire artists, de-
signers and makers and the latest to catch
our attention is Mara Nieuwsma.

Mara recently launched North and Neth-
er, a new luxury wallpaper brand featuring
her own beautiful designs.

She has a fine arts degree and a back-
ground in graphic design and marketing
but had spent 20 years working in the cor-
porate world before she decided to make a
change and set up her own creative enter-
prise.

“My love of home renovation and historic
properties led me to designing wallpaper
that is rich in colour, draws from vintage
motifs and often offers the unexpected,” she
says

Mara’s aim is to offer wallcoverings that
bridge the gap between home decor and
art.

“I wanted to design collections that would
make a real statement on your walls, rather
than blend into the background,” she adds.

North and Nether has launched with five
collections that lean towards darker colour
palettes. These include Midnight Garden,
Tropic, Folklore, Japandi, and Vintage Flo-
ral, all £135 per roll.

Each collection has four designs offered
in a single colourway.

“The Midnight Garden collection was my
original inspiration,” says Mara.

“I wanted to pair elements together to
create quirky designs that are a bit unex-
pected, such as Midnight Garden Thistle
that has snakes twisting around the flower
stems.

www.northandnether.com
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) The Woodcocks are thrilled with the
result and have turned the new house
into a home thanks to some help from Pinter-

est.

The interiors are painted mostly in white for
now with the snug is in Farrow & Ball's dark
grey Downpipe.

The kitchen is from Inspired Designs in Mor-
ley, the dining table is from Redbrick Mill in
Batley and the light above is from Holloways of
Ludlow.

Maxine also added a stretch ceiling above
the pool, which is in fabric that looks like a
blue sky.

“We enjoy swimming and the pool has a
resistance element so you can swim against a
current, which is good exercise and therapeu-
tic for me due to injuries I have from a riding
accident,” she says.

The basement pub is a favourite for family
get-togethers and features vintage pub memo-
rabilia, along with a backrest upholstered by
Lucianne Designs, which also made all the
headboards for the bedrooms.

The ultimate conclusion is summed up in a
sentence by Maxine: “We couldn’t be happier
with this house. It has got everything we need
and more.”

Useful contacts: Transform Architects, www.
transformarchitects.com, www.mooreandwaller.
co.uk, www.zincandcopperroofing.com, Inspired
Kitchens,www.inspireddesignkitchens.com,
www.lucianne.co.uk

e |

01751 473511 ~ 6 Hallgarth. Pickering, yol8 7aw ~ www.handmadekitchencompany.co.uk
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LET THERE BE
LIGHT: The interior
space was carefully
planned by Ossett-
based Transform
Architects and works
perfectly for the fam-
ily of four. Large ar-
eas of glazing bring
in natural light and
views and the lower
ground floor has al-
lowed space for a
swimming pool and
a home bar, which
were a blessing in
lockdown. The kitch-
en is from Inspired
Designs in Morley
and the dining table
is from the Redbrick
Mill store in Batley.

PAUL LEACH PHOTOGRAPHY/ TRANSFORM ARCHITECTS
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